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Internet Radio: how it is taking over regular AM/FM Radio
 Every day, the highest percentage of the globe's population has to listen to the happenings around them either from other people, read, or even watch from different sources. This makes them be up to date, and sometimes it can be a source of entertainment. The most excellent source of information and entertainment over time has been the regular radio. Radio has stood the test of time. It remains the most affordable communication source, up to date, and also entertaining as well as applicable in many appliances such as motor vehicles. The regular radio that is the AM/FM radio has been competing with the internet radio, and it is like it is losing the war. This text explores what the internet radio is, the advantages it has over regular internets. It further examines some of the problems which can be associated with it, how it is taking over the regular radio, and some solutions to the problem.
	Internet radio, also known as the e-radio, IP radio, web radio, or online radio is an audio service that is digitally transmitted through the internet. Carl Malmud first launched it in 1993. The broadcast via the internet is referred to as the webcasting service. This is because off its transmission that does not require wireless means. Media here is streamed and presented t the listeners continuously. The media cannot either be replayed or paused like the normal broadcast (
	
Differences between internet radio and an AM/ FM Radio
According to Bloom, the most considerable difference between the internet radio and the digital radios is that the regular receivers will pick up broadcast signals or frequencies through the use of an aerial and will produce a great sound (109). The regular communication has a wide range of choice of channels or stations, while the internet radio will have web-based stations, and they require data to connect to them. Average per hour a radio internet will use 72MBs. The internet radio may offer more than a thousand channels when connected over home broadband, a Wi-Fi connection, or any other network plan. 
Advantages and disadvantages of internet radio over the regular AM/FM radio
	It is a benefit to the internet radio broadcaster to start up a station since the cost is low. One can set up a small and physical studio in a spare room or even shade. The cost of server hosting is also low. Some of the necessary equipment needed is a computer, a microphone, a broadcasting desk. Starting capital for a regular radio station is high, and most times, it requires professionals as a broadcaster. Setting up a studio is expensive, and formality has to be observed since it is a workplace. Purchasing the accessories needed and setting the structures is costly (Krishnan, et., al. 609).
Secondly, internet radio has an automation feature, and therefore it saves the cost of employing workers. This saves time and effort. Some stations could be left unattended for some time, even for months. This is known as the plethora of radio broadcasting software. Typical radio station requires an attendant to them as well as sound engineers and mechanics since they might have an inconvenience any time.
Internet radios have low running costs. This is because they are affordable and do not require a lot of skilled personnel. The only costs involve d are for hosting, paying internet costs, and royalties for commercial music.
Some other added advantages for internet radios is that they have access to the international audience compared to AM/FM, which are limited to boundaries and the strength of the wave of that particular radio station.
In internet radio again, one can have a better audience insight since the broadcaster can know the location of the listener, their total number, and also counts the total listening hours compared to regular radio where just does broadcasting 'blindly' or traditionally.
To the listeners, internet radio has a better sound quality than AM/ FM radio stations. The audio here is static-free and clear. Internet radios also have an improved experience of listening since they offer stream players and can display the names of the artists, the title of the song, and other sharing options to social media.
One of the disadvantages of a radio broadcast is that there is a struggle for getting listeners. A lot of people use the FM or the AM signals because they are always readily available.  Again, internet radio depends on internet availability. Not every area has a good connection, and not everyone has the gadget to access online content. This makes it a disadvantage. Regular radios are available readily and require no data but just a source of energy, and it works.
Another problem associated with internet radios is the paying of royalties. Any moment a copyrighted song is played, one has to pay for it. The AM/FM radio is the opposite; the radio plays songs to promote artists since it is being listened to by masses.
Data consumption remains a problem for listeners. If the rate of consumption is high, then fewer listeners will tune in since that will be a hindrance. This majorly affects smartphone users who have to use mobile data.
Problems associated with internet radio
[bookmark: _GoBack] According to Garcia-Luna-Aceves et., al, some of the significant issues that come along with internet radio are; the problem of generating listeners (6). It is difficult at first to gain an audience. The problem of paying royalties and hosts and no one is paying for the internet radio. The cracking of the in-car listenership remains a puzzle. Radio is losing relevance to young people as time goes by. There is also stiff competition from other services that are streaming. The new webcasters find the challenge of mastering or gaining popularity in the social media platforms and as well as mastering other tactics for promoting the business. 
Internet radios are taking over the radio internet slowly but steadily. This is because the internet in modern society is becoming a basic need. One will be carrying it with them everywhere they go. Time for listening to radio shows will be limited, and also technology inventions soon will make radio broadcasting in AM/FM out of date. It is also taking over since one can listen to international news or even gossips while they are far apart or even on different continents. Unlike regular radio waves, which cannot travel for more than 50 miles and are hindered by physical barriers ( Layer, 40).
Internet radios are also taking over because they provide a wide range of channels and also their low cost of starting them just as discussed above. Many gifted people will be able to be hosted by the website, and they create their radio stations. This creates self-employment and cuts expenditure and a lot of tarmacking searching for jobs.
Solutions to some of the alarm raising issues in internet radio
The solution to high consumption of data while using internet radio could be; getting a carrier that offers mobile data that is unlimited. 
When listening to a radio stream, one should ensure that they set the streams to be at a bitrate, which is low (Green, 12).
Soon, data won’t be a problem since the cost of data is decreasing rapidly and is made faster with time. This was marked by the introduction of the 5G network in 2019. 
To sum it up, Internet radios will take over FM/ AM radios because the advantages outweigh the disadvantages. It favors the youths, heavy consumers of the internet, who are more creative when it comes to entertainment and also make up a more significant percentage of the population. 
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